Wonders
of Wales
A guide to eight unique species
that call Wales their home
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Intro

Croeso i Gymru!
Welcome to Wales!
For a small country, Wales is bursting with
wildlife. From the coastlines of Cardigan
Bay to the mountains in Snowdonia, there
is a diverse range of environments.
With three National Parks, and five Areas
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and
fourteen Heritage Coasts, Wales has large
areas of protected habitats for thousands
of species.

Living in urban areas, people forget that we
share this world with other living things.
It is only right that we take a moment to
stop and cherish the others around us, and
learn about their special characteristics.
When you are educated on a topic, you
are more likely to care about it and take
action. This is especially important for
helping our planet and all creatures great
and small.

This book

Looking forward

What follows is a look at eight unique
species that call Wales their home.
Each animal’s appearance, habitat diet,
breeding habits, and conservation status
is described. There is also a info box with
each species basic stats and location in
the UK. Each page also contains a special
fast fact that makes each animal unique.

Despite
amazing
conservation
programmes and protected habitats,
not all is well in Wales. Habitat loss and
climate change has caused one in six
species of wildlife, plants, and fungi to be
endangered in Wales.

Use your knowledge
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While conservationists continue to
do their best to reintroduce species
and protect their local habitats, there

ultimately must be a unified global effort
to reduce climate change.

How you can help
The most important factor in mitigating
climate changes is the limiting fossil of
fuel use on a global and industrial level.
As an individual, small changes like
driving less, buying less consumer goods,
and eating a vegetarian diet can have an
effect.
Individuals can also use their rights as
citizens and consumers to put pressure
on governments and companies to make
sustainable changes. In the credits of
this book are a list of organisations
that devote themselves to large scale
climate mitigation that have loads more
information about what you can do to
help.

Small steps
The future is in our hands and every little
step helps support our planet. While a
small individual change may not seem like
much, social scientists found that when
one person makes a sustainable decision,

others will follow.
For example, when customers were told
that 30% of Americans started eating
less meat, they were twice as likely to
order a meatless lunch. Or how homes in
California are more likely to install solar
panels in neighbourhoods that already
have them. We adjust our actions when
we see others in our community doing
the same.
In other words, ‘be the change you want
to see!’ As an individual, you can help
push others and society as a whole to
more sustainable practices.

Sharing is caring
Sharing your knowledge of the wonderful
creatures around you can help others too!
Teach others about understanding and
appreciating the unique qualities that all
livings things bring to the world. Armed
with knowledge, humans can and will
take steps to protect our environment,
so go forth and do what you can! As with
the animals in this book, everyone has a
special skill and ideas that can help the
fight for the environment.

Without further ado, let’s dive right in and
learn about the Wonders of Wales!
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Red Kite
Milvus milvus

Found throughout Europe, the red kites
British stronghold was historically in
Wales. After successful introduction
programmes, red kites can now be seen
across the UK. The name ‘kite’ for a toy
flown in the air comes from these birds.

Appearance
Soaring high in the sky, red kites are easy
to spot, due to their large size and deeply
forked red tail. They have grey heads
and black tipped wings and white flight
feathers. Red kites have sharply curved
beaks and make high pitched piping
sounds.

Habitat
These birds of prey live in oak woods,
nesting high up in tree forks. Their nests
are lined with twigs, grass, and sheep’s
wool. They will add nesting material
throughout the breeding season and reuse
the same nest year after year. Red kites
are monogamous and live in bonded pairs.

Diet
Red kites are scavengers who feed on
existing dead animal carcasses called
4

Size 58-64cm
Weight 1-1.2kg
Average 4 years
Lifespan
UK Population 4,000
Conservation Protected
status and Priority
Species in the
UK
When to see All year

carrion. They also eat worms and will
occasionally eat small live mammals.

Watch out
for your
washing!
Red kites have large messy
nests, collecting any material
they can get their ‘beaks’ on.
Shakespeare mentions their
pesky habit of stealing hungout washing in ‘The Winters
Tale’ saying ‘when the kite
builds, look to lesser linen’.

Breeding
Female red kites lay clutches of one to
three eggs in April. Days prior to egg
laying, these birds will decorate their nest
with all sorts of objects they find, like
crisp packets, rags, and even small toys.
Young birds fledge at around 50 days.

Conservation
Once nearing extinction in the UK, the red
kite population has benefited greatly from
some of the longest-running conservation
programmes in the world. Their main
contemporary threat is illegal poisoning
by bait left out for foxes and crows.
Previously listed as ‘near threatened’
on the global red list, their population is
steadily increasing, and are now of ‘least
concern’.
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Fallow Deer
Dama dama

One of six species of deer in the UK, the
fallow deer was brought to Britain by the
Normans in the 10th century. Despite this,
they have been here so long that they are
considered naturalised and are the most
common species of deer in the UK.

Appearance
Most fallow deer are chestnut coloured
with white spots and a black and white
tail. Fallow deer are the only species in
the UK with palmate antlers. These look
a bit like moose antlers, with a broad, flat,
and palm-like surface. They also have the
longest tails of any British deer.

Habitat
These deer like to live small herds in many
deer parks throughout the UK. They live
in deciduous woodlands with broadleaved
trees, and think low-level vegetation.

Diet
Fallow deer are grazers who mainly eat
grasses. They are ruminants, meaning they
ferment their food in a special stomach
called the rumen before re-chewing it
again before the final digestion.
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Breeding
Fallow deer breed in the autumn, with one
fawn born the next summer. During the
breeding season, male bucks gather in
a small territory called a lek to attract a
visiting female doe. They bucks make loud
groaning noises and will lock antlers with
others to proclaim their territory and get
the does attention.

A
colourful
herd
Fallow deer come in a variety
of four main colours: common
- chestnut with white spots in
the summer, menil - chestnut
with brighter spots all year,
melanistic - all black, and
leucistic - all cream coloured.

Conservation
Despite regulated deer hunting taking
place throughout the UK, the fallow deer
is in no danger of population decline, with
the population actually increasing.

Size 1.3-1.8m
Weight 31-63kg
Average 8-16 years
Lifespan
UK Population 100,000
Conservation Protected
status under the Deer
Act 1991
When to see All year
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Polecat
Mustela potorius

Polecats are a member of the Mustelid
family, which includes minks and badgers.
Domesticated thousands of years ago to
hunt rabbits, polecats are the ancestors
of ferrets. Polecats mark their territory
with scent glands on the base of their
tail, emitting a foul smell. This led to the
term ‘polecat’ being used as an insult in
Shakespearean times.

Appearance
Looking a bit like bandits, polecats have
dark brown and cream coloured fur, with
a dark stripe across their eyes. Polecats
mark their territory with scent glands on
the base of their tail, emitting a foul smell.
This led to the term ‘polecat’ being used
as an insult in Shakespearean times.

Habitat
Polecats live in all sorts of lowland habitats
such as woodlands, wetlands, grasslands.
They live in dens, made in existing
structures like rabbit burrows, log piles or
stone walls.

Diet

Size 32-45cm
Weight 0.5-1.9kg
Average 5 years
Lifespan
UK Population 46,000
Conservation Protected
status and Priority
Species in the
UK
When to see All year

Mostly wild rabbits, but also frogs, birds,
and worms. Being nocturnal, they hunt at
night, carefully watching their prey and
catching it with one swift bite.

Breeding
Polecats breed seasonally, with a group
of a five to ten kits born in early summer.
Mothers are quite protective of their
young, until they leave the nest after two
to three months.

Conservation
Despite being over hunted as a predator in
the 19th century, the polecat population
in the UK has recovered from near
extinction and is growing. As a protected
species, they have spread out from
their stronghold in mid Wales, coming
to southern and central England, with
populations introduced into Scotland.

Ferret or
polecat?
It’s quite hard to tell! Polecats
and domestic ferrets are so
closely related that they can
cross breed. Cross breeds
will not harm the native
population though, and are
thought to increase genetic
diversity.

Polecats eat a variety of small animals.
8
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Red Squirrel

Sciurus vulgaris

These vibrant red squirrels are the native
European cousin to the American grey
squirrel. Although the grey squirrels
introduction has caused their population
to decline, reintroduction projects are
growing their range around the UK

Appearance
Red squirrels have reddish-brown fur with
a pale underside. They have large bushy
tails and are distinguished from grey
squirrels by the large tufts of fur on their
ears.

Habitat
Red squirrels like to live in coniferous
Size 18-24cm
Weight 100-350g
Average 6 years
Lifespan
UK Population 140,000
Conservation Protected
status and Priority
Species in the
UK

woodlands, preferring spruce and pine
trees. Their tree canopy nests are called
‘dreys’ which are made out of twigs,
leaves, and bark.

Diet
These rodents mainly eat seeds, fungi,
berries, and nuts. They will nibble on pine
cones to get the seeds in the centre.
Because pine trees have seeds all year to
feed on, red squirrels do not hibernate in
the winter.

The enemy
of my
enemy...
...is my friend! The pine
marten preys exclusively
on the rival grey squirrel,
allowing the red squirrel to
flourish again. Pine martens
are also threatened species,
so conservation with the red
squirrel goes nicely hand in
hand.

Breeding
Red squirrels have an average of three
babies, called kits, which are born
completely helpless, blind, and deaf.
Females can have two litters a year, born
in late winter and summer.

Conservation
Red squirrels population greatly declined
after the introduction of American grey
squirrels. Despite this, conservation
efforts are ongoing, with Scottish
populations growing.

When to see All year
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Puffin
Fratercula arctica

The Latin family name of the Puffin,
Fratercula,
means
‘little
brother,
referencing the similarity of their stark
black and white feathers to monastic
robes.

Appearance
Known as the ‘Sea Parrot’, puffins have
bright a orange bill and feet, with the
brightest billed male to be considered the
handsomest! During non-breeding times,
puffins have darker plumage, with a dull
grey face and bill.

Habitat
Being strong swimmers, flyers, and
divers, the Atlantic puffin spends most of
its life out at sea. They then come back
in the thousands, returning to coastal cliff
colonies to breed in the spring. They dig
a burrow nest on the ground, sometimes
reusing and existing den of a rabbit.

Diet
Eating mainly small fish, the beak of a
puffin is serrated so they can hold lots
of fish in their mouth. Sandeels, small
fish sometimes called launces, are their
12

Size 26-29cm
Weight 400g
Average 18 years
Lifespan
UK Population 580,000
Conservation Vulnerable on
status the IUCN Red
List
When to see March-August

favourite. One puffin holds the record for
having 83 sandeels in their bill all at once!

Breeding
Puffins return to the same area where
they hatched to breed. They mate with
the same parter year after year, coming
together in a sort of annual reunion. They
lay a single egg each year, in late spring,
with both parents taking time to incubate
the chick, called a puffling.

Conservation
10% of the worlds Atlantic puffins come
to nest in the UK. As they have few
natural predators, their main threat
is a diminishing food supply caused by
industrial fishing. As puffins only lay one
egg a year, populations increase slowly.
The most realistic conservation effort is
controlled and sustainable fishing.

A place
just for
me!
It’s Puffin Island, off of the
north-east cost of Anglesey.
This island is a Special
Protection Area, with the
puffin population increasing
after the eradication of
pesky rats. Puffin Island is
also the home of many great
cormorants.
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Bottlenose Dolphin
Tursiops truncatus

Bottlenose dolphins are some of the
most intelligent animals on earth. They
can solve problems, use tools, recognise
themselves in mirrors, and communicate
with complex language.

areas of the ocean all throughout the
world. They live in sociable groups of
about 15 dolphins. Young calves stay with
their mothers for many years after birth,
learning how to hunt, swim, and socialise.

Appearance

Diet

These dolphins are plain grey with paler
stomachs. They have unique notches and
marks on their fins, similar to fingerprints.
British bottlenose dolphins are the largest
in the world, needing extra size to stay
warm in the chilly northern seas.

These dolphins eat fish such as haddock,
trout, bass, and sandeels, swallowing them
whole. Being highly intelligent, bottlenose
dolphins will hunt in groups, working as
team to ‘heard’ fish to the shore.

Habitat
Bottlenose dolphins live in temperate
Size 4m
Weight 300kg
Average 45-50 years
Lifespan
UK Population 700
Conservation Protected
status and Priority
Species in the
UK
When to see All year
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Breeding
Bottlenose dolphins have one calf born
every two to six years. During birth,
sometimes other female dolphins will act
like midwives by supporting the mother in
the water and help pushing the calf up to
the surface.

Conservation
Despite a stable population, bottlenose
dolphins
are
still
threatened
by
entanglement in fishing gear and pollution.
Designated
habitats
give
dolphins
protected areas to thrive in.

Let’s talk

Being highly intelligent,
dolphins communicate with
each other using whistles and
pulse sounds. They can even
communicate with humans,
understanding multi-step
command sentences (such
as ‘kick the ball then jump
over it) and will respond with
whistles.
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Horseshoe Bat

(Lesser)

Rhinolophus hipposideros

These ‘lesser’ bats are one of the smallest
British mammals. The name ‘rhinolophus’
comes from Greek meaning ‘nose crest’,
a references to these bats unique fleshy
noses, called nose leafs.

Appearance
Lesser horseshoe bats very small, being
the size of a plum. They have a fuzzy
grey-brown body and dark wings. Like the
greater horseshoe bat, it has a peculiar
looking nose shaped like a horseshoe.

Habitat
Historically living in caves, these bats
now roost in old buildings like churches,
stables, and barns. They live in colonies
and hibernate in the winter, seeking out
caves, tunnels, and mines. Using its strong
feet to grasp branches and rocks to hang
upside down, they huddle together for
warmth.

Diet
The lesser horseshoe bat is nocturnal and
eats at night. They eat a wide variety
of insects, like moths, mosquitoes, and
spiders. Bats use echolocation to find
16

their prey, making extremely high pitched
noises and listening to how the sound
waves bounce back.

Breeding
Horseshoe bats roost in large nurseries
with other types of bats. Each summer
female horseshoe bats have one tiny pup,
weighing only 1 gram!

I can see
with my
nose!
While their large nose-leafs
obstruct their already poor
vision, the horseshoe bats
use their nose to aid their
echolocation. They move their
nose like a satellite dish to
direct sound waves to more
accurately locate prey.

Conservation
The biggest threat to the lesser horseshoe
bat is destruction of roosts and the use of
insecticides, which hurt bats food supply.
Despite this, their population has had a
slight increase in the UK recently.
Size 3-5cm
Weight 5-9g
Average Up to 3 years
Lifespan
UK Population 15,000
Conservation Protected
status and Priority
Species in the
UK
When to see April-October
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Pine Marten
Martes martes

Like the polecat, pine martens are
mustelids. During the Stone Age, they
were one of the most common carnivores in
Britain. Historically suffering from habitat
loss and predator control, their population
is slowly growing due to conservation
programmes.

Appearance
Being about the size of a cat, pine martens
are mostly chestnut-brown in colour
and have a creamy-yellow ‘bib’ on its
chest. They have long bushy tails and a
pronounced snout.

Habitat
Pine martens prefer woodland habits.
They will nest in tree holes, old squirrel
dreys, or old birds’ nests.

Diet
These mustelids are mainly carnivores, but
will eat what is locally available, including
small mammals, fruit, birds, eggs and
insects. You may see brightly blue or red
coloured scat from them, meaning they’ve
been eating lots of berries.
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Breeding
During the mating season, pine martens
make cat-like calls. Mothers have litters
of one to five young in late March or early
April which become independent by the
autumn.

Conservation
Due to trans-location programmes over
the past 10 years, pine martens have
been reintroduced to select areas in
England and Wales. These populations
have been closely monitored and have lead
to population reinforcement in Wales.
Populations are slowly spreading out being
spotted in Yorkshire and Powys.

A keen
climber

Size 46-54cm
Weight 0.9-2.2kg
Average 3-4 years
Lifespan
UK Population 4,000
Conservation Protected
status and Priority
Species in the
UK

Pine martens are the only
mustelids with semiretractable claws which
allow these agile creatures
to confidently climb and run
along trees.

When to see All year
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